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The Height of Efficiency
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Jeremy Schaller, middle, helps roofer Paul Prue, left, lift an aluminum panel that will be fastened to the roof of the "zero energy" home he is building in New Hartford. (BETTINA HANSEN / HARTFORD COURANT / July 10, 2009)
The race is on to build the most energy-efficient home in the state. Eighteen home construction projects are competing in the CT Zero Energy Challenge that will run through December. In New Hartford, Jeremy and Karann Schaller are building a 2,700-square-foot, three-bedroom "Eco-Home" after more than 10 years of planning.

The competition was designed to raise awareness about energy-efficient construction. The challenge is sponsored by the Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund, including major utilities such as Connecticut Light & Power Co., Yankee Gas, Connecticut Natural Gas, and the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund.

The grand prize winner will receive $15,000, and the home will be featured in promotions about energy efficiency. 
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